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Forage Fish Info.
* Pacific herring, Pacific sand lance & surf smelt
   are small fish that spawn in the nearshore vegetation
   & beaches of the Puget Sound shoreline.

* Because forage fish depend on healthy nearshore &
   beach habitat, they are vulnerable to impacts from
   shoreline development.

* Forage fish play a key role in the marine ecosystem
   because they feed on plankton & are eaten by larger
   marine animals, such as salmon, sea lions & birds.

* Forage fish spawning areas have been documented
   in a number of places in Snohomish County.  The
   less developed northern shoreline supports more
   forage fish spawning habitat than the southern
   shoreline. The State of Washington maintains a "no
   net loss" policy for forage fish spawning habitat.


